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Chicago Loop Alliance names new Placemaking & Creative Manager:
architecture and public programming expert Kate Keleman
CHICAGO (January 18, 2017)—Chicago Loop Alliance (CLA), the sole service provider for
Special Service Area (SSA) 1-2015, is proud to announce Kate Keleman as its new
Placemaking & Creative Manager, effective immediately. Keleman brings to CLA over a decade
of curatorial and public programming experience, most notably her pivotal role in executing
programming for the 2015 Chicago Architecture Biennial.
“I’m thrilled to bring my 10 years’ experience in architecture-focused public programming to the
CLA,” says Keleman. “Together with the board, stakeholders and partners, I hope to refresh the
ACTIVATE series by amplifying the hardworking, sometimes hidden corners of the Loop such
as alleys—those places of cultural and practical importance that play such a vital role is shaping
the feel of downtown Chicago. I want participants to feel the ‘alley-ness’ of alleys in a surprising,
experiential and exhilarating way.”
“Kate has a great balance of creative project management experience and urban design sense
we feel can take our placemaking activity to the next level,” says CLA President & CEO Michael
Edwards.
Kate Keleman draws upon her passion for people and places to develop surprising and
engaging multidisciplinary public learning projects focused on architecture and design. Kate led
public programming for the 2015 Chicago Architecture Biennial, North America’s largest survey
of contemporary architecture, which attracted more than half a million visitors. The Biennial’s
70+ public programs engaged more than 14,000 people in learning about architectural ideas
and our built world. Prior to the Biennial, Kate developed numerous exhibitions, web projects,
and events as a curator at the Chicago Architecture Foundation. She received her M.S. from the
School of the Art Institute of Chicago and her A.B. from the University of Chicago.
Chicago Loop Alliance, the sole service provider for Special Service Area (SSA) 1-2015,
creates, manages and promotes high-performing urban experiences, attracting people and
investment to the Loop. For more information, please visit www.LoopChicago.com.
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